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Mr. Nikolaos Pitsoulis has α seventeen-year experience in the design, planning, programming, implementing and managing of  a wide array of Human Resource Programs in Greece, as well as abroad.  The projects have targeted various social groups, ranging from staff training and specialisation of scientists to vocational training of groups at the risk of being socially excluded. He has been responsible for the coordination of various programs financed by several departments of the European Commission and the Greek State, such as, the General Secretariat of Youth, the General Secretariat  of Greeks Abroad, etc. This experience has served in the development and improvement of capabilities such as flexibility, strong interpersonal and communication skills, innovative ways of thinking, etc.
In his capacity as the President of the Centre of Strategic Planning for Development “DIMITRA” (KE.S.S.A. DIMITRA), during the last 17 years Mr Nikolaos Pitsoulis has been responsible for the planning and implementation of a multitude of European Commission Development and Humanitarian Programs in developing countries (Africa, South and Latin America, as well as countries of Central-Eastern Europe and Asia) in conjunction with participating in the preparation and implementation of several European Commission Initiatives dedicated to the Assistance of Local and Regional Decentralized Areas’ Development. 
Indicative titles of the aforementioned programs coordinated by Mrs. Pitsoulis:

· Pakistan 2004-in progress till 2006: NGOnet for Women and Children’s rights (EUROPE AID B7-70/2007/171). The main objective of the program is the empowerment of the Pakistani NGOs working in the field of protecting the human rights of two particularly vulnerable social groups, women and children. 
· Pakistan 2004: “Final Programme Evaluation – Rural Social Development Programme (ALA/93/04)” as Evaluator Expert. 
· Iraq 2003: Emergency humanitarian assistance to vulnerable populations in Baghdad. Through the provision of pharmaceutical consumables, medical equipment and hygiene items, the target of the project was to improve the provision of nursing and medical services and to facilitate the treatment and recovery of the patients at the hospitals of Baghdad and the surrounding regions. Funded by the Hellenic International Development Cooperation Department (Hellenic Aid) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
· Pakistan/ Afghanistan 2002: Emergency humanitarian assistance project in Pakistan and Afghanistan, titled “Emergency Humanitarian Assistance to the Afghan refugees”, aims at the provision of immediate humanitarian assistance to the Afghan Refugees and the IDPs inside Afghanistan, who have fled to areas close to the borders of the two countries after the events of the 11th of September 2001. Funded by the Hellenic International Development Cooperation Department (Hellenic Aid) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
· Hellas 2001: Awareness project in Hellas, titled “NGO Society Net – Network for the promotion of volunteerism”. The program entailed the creation of an Internet Portal, with the participation of Hellenic NGOs working in the field of humanitarian assistance and development, in both developing and developed countries. Funded by the Hellenic International Development Cooperation Department (Hellenic Aid) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
· Serbia 2001-2002: Post humanitarian assistance project titled “Aid for 2 Social Institutions - Providing sustainable food input and assistance with small scale repairs with micro-farms”. The program focuses on the creation of reproduction spaces for pigs and chicken and the purchase of animals, which will be placed in the around space of these Institutions. The direct beneficiaries of the project are 1.578 people socially or economically disadvantaged who living in.  Funded by the Hellenic International Development Cooperation Department (Hellenic Aid) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
· Turkey 2000-2001: Organising of cultural events and training activities at the Social Centres of Ihsaniye and Saraybahce. Funded by the Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs
· Serbia 2000-2001: Humanitarian aid (beds and mattresses, bed linen sets, towels, winter jackets and stoves) to Social Institutions in South-Eastern Serbia. Funded by the Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs
· Turkey 2000: Social Infrastructure support to the earthquake victims of the Izmit and Golcuk camp cities (ECHO/TUR/210/1999/04042). The project aimed at the implementation of two large-scale activities: Installation of 37 laundry mats and construction of two Social Centres (500 m2 each), in Ihsaniye and Saraybahce. 

· Turkey 1999: Emergency assistance to earthquake homeless in the provinces of Izmit – Yalova – Adapazari - Golcuk (ECHO/TUR/210/1999/02008). The project aimed at alleviating the suffering of the earthquake’s victims through the provision of essential relief items and psychological support, alongside the strengthening of friendship and solidarity between the people of Europe and Turkey.
· Serbia 1999-2000: Humanitarian aid (complementary food items, personal hygiene items and repairs) to Social Institutions in South-Eastern Serbia (ECHO/TPS/214/1999/07072)
· Serbia 1999-2000: Humanitarian aid and immediate rehabilitation (ECHO /TPS/214/1999/06063). The program aimed at encouraging the Serbians and Kosovars, so that they take the first steps towards their return to a normal life, through the provision of immediate humanitarian assistance, during the period which followed the NATO action in the area. 
· Romania 1998: Rehabilitation program for the victims of floods. The provision of aid for the rehabilitation of the houses (building materials such as cement, timber, bricks and lime) was accompanied by the distribution of basic furniture items, such as beds, mattresses, tables and chairs. Funding by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO).
· Dominica 1997-1999: Community Animation Program-CAP. The main aims of the program was to mobilize, activate and animate youth, women and farmers of the area, so that they become involved in the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of an integrated Community Development Program. Funding by the European Commission D.G. Development.
· Ecuador 1997-1998: Block Grant: 1) Structuring of a credit fund for FOCLA (agricultural association), 2) Operation of the credit fund and 3) Construction of offices for the housing of the credit fund. Funding by the European Commission D.G. Development.  

· Albania 1997-1998: Food aid to Vulnerable Population groups in Korce. The project concerned the provision of humanitarian aid to people suffering extreme poverty, as well as, institutions of the wider area. Funding by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO).
· Ecuador 1996-1999: Sustainable development of the areas of Napo and Sucumbios of the Amazon. The program aimed at the attainment of self-sufficiency and financial independence by the local population, through their training, involvement in eco-tourist activities and the utilizing of alternative resources to be found within the local communities. Funding by the European Commission D.G. Development and the Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
· India 1996-1999: Community Development in the Kallakurichi Block. The following activities were implemented within the framework of the project: Improvement of the irrigation systems of the villages, Reformation of 50 acres of wasteland, Provision of agricultural input such as seeds and fertilizers for 300 acres of wasteland, Distribution of livestock to small scale farmers, particularly women, Establishment of an artisan unit, Encouragement for the creation of third sector enterprises, Establishment of local community funds in each village, Training of participating women in the management of their savings, Provision of training concerning nutrition and health care to mothers and Medical check-ups for 500 children. Funding by the European Commission D.G. Development and the Association for Sarva Seva Farms (ASSEFA), Italy. 

· Georgia 1997-1998: Training of journalists in Mass Media and new technologies. Following the purchase of the necessary technical equipment and its transportation from Hellas to Georgia, the program focused on the training of the trainers and the training of the young journalists. Funding by the European Commission D.G. Development and the General Secretariat of Greeks abroad.
· Moldova 1995-1997: Training of unemployed youth and women to re-integrate them in the labor market. The project constituted an integrated approach, which allowed the target group to enrich its professional qualifications, become exposed to the application of new technologies and improved its offered services. Funding by the European Commission D.G. I.a. and the Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
· Senegal 1994-1995: Construction and equipment of a vocational training centre. The main aims of the project, were among others, the following: The reconstruction of the school of Kayar, construction of three (3) new homerooms / workshops and a simultaneous increase of the pupils by 200-250, purchase of training material and school equipment, purchase of agricultural materials and tools, training on new agricultural techniques and improvement of the educational level of the village youth. Funding by the European Commission D.G. Development and Ergas S.A.
