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Ladies and gentlemen, 
After having listened to these success stories and after considering potential initiatives that hope to address the issues that are of concern to us here today, I would like now, in the same spirit, to present one of the activities of the project which specifically sought to achieve tangible results. This is the Joint Submission Proposal Activity the outcomes of which, indeed I believe, manifest the progress and achievements of the project on the whole.  
Before I go on to describe the facts and outcomes of this activity, I would first like to mention the objectives of the Joint Proposal Activity, which could be summarized as follows:
· To form partnerships between the project’s participating NGOs 
· To encourage cooperation and instigate the exchange of valuable information and experiences amongst these NGOs 
· To transfer European expertise and know how in proposal writing

· To offer the organizations the opportunity to apply the knowledge acquired during the trainings and to help them draft  concrete project proposals in small groups
· As for the end goal of this activity, this is that participating NGOs submit integrated project proposals for funding that aim at addressing fundamentals rights issues of women and children.
The implementation of the Joint Proposal Activity, which was an optional and not a compulsory activity, begun in summer 2005 with the participation of 35 of the network’s NGOs. The activity was developed in the following six stages:   

1- All participating NGOs were requested to suggest ideas for proposals on women and children’s human rights issues.
2- The NGOs provided concept papers, which were then evaluated and respective groups were selected and formed. 
3- 11 concept papers were selected (with respective leader organizations) and announced to the members of the network. Three groups were appointed to work on national level projects and eight groups on the regional level.
4- Each participating NGO chose a group according to its interests and previous experience.
5- In August-September 2005, the 11 groups convened and all together, with the help of a KESSA DIMITRA expert, developed their respective project proposals.

6- In October 2005, the members of each group were assigned specific responsibilities in order to finalize the project proposals. 
Before I go on to briefly present the 11 project proposals, I would also like to mention that during the entire process KESSA DIMITRA staff was available to provide technical support and general assistance; however, the final submission of the project proposals falls within the responsibility of the participating NGOs.  
Presentation of Project Proposals

Moving on now to the actual proposals, as each project proposal was assigned to one group, these will now be presented in terms of groups that either work on a national level project or a local level project. There are 11 groups in total.  

Group 1 – National Project

The participating NGOs in this project are: KK, SABAWON International, Shuhada Organization, SDS, and SYWO Sukkur.
Title: Women’s Participation in the Electoral Process in Balochistan, Sindh, Punjab and NWFP. 
Aim: To enhance women’s participation in the electoral process and make women aware of their rights and potential.
Objectives: To register women in order to get a National Identity Card and be included both in the voter list and as candidates.
Group: 2 - National Project

The participating NGOs in this project are: ANCE, Taraqee Foundation, LAFAM, and FACE.
Title: Installation and Training of Smokeless Stoves for rural women in Balochistan and Punjab Provinces. 
Aim: To install smokeless stoves in order to prevent health and environmental problems and train rural women in new methods of cooking. 
Objectives: To improve the living conditions and quality of life of rural women and to reduce prevailing health problems. 
Group: 3 - National Project

The participating NGOs in this project are: PVDP, Kaccho Foundation, SRDO, and SBRC.
Title: Primary Health Care for Women in the Provinces of Sindh and NWFP.
Aim: To improve access to primary health care facilities and increase dissemination of information in these remote areas.
Objectives:  To contribute to the development of health services in rural areas, with a particular focus on rural women, and to provide better standards of living for women. 

Group 4 – NWFP, Local Project

In this project the participating NGOs are: PEACE Council, HDO, and Mashal Women Welfare Society.
Title: Elimination of corporal punishment for the school children in three districts of NWFP. 
Aim: To motivate all stakeholders in order to safeguard children’ rights and eliminate corporal punishment at schools.
Objectives: To eradicate and eliminate corporal punishment and to protect children’s fundamental rights.         
Group 5 – NWFP, Local Project

The participating NGOs in this project are: Sahar and JCDS.
Title: Improving the status of working children in Peshawar city and District Charsadda.
Aim: To improve the overall status and life conditions of working children in the above areas through the provision of health and education facilities and specifically through the establishment and operation of a Health and Education Centre.
Objectives: To fight social discrimination against working children and to stop the exploitation of children by their employers.
Group 6: NWFP, Local Project

In this project the participating NGOs are: RDP, IRSP, and ABKT.
Title: Establishment of a Resource Centre for Women’s Empowerment and Development in NWFP Aim: To empower and enable the social development of local women through the establishment of a resource center and to advocate policy change in order to improve the rights and overall status of women in society.
Objectives: To mobilize and empower rural women in order to increase their overall participation in public life.
Group 7: Punjab, Local Project

In this project the participating NGOs are: CSC, SANGAT, AMEN, and ASWA.
Title: Women’s Socio – Economic Development Project.
Aim: To enhance the development of rural and urban women in the Punjab District. Specifically, to improve the standard of living of women with the assistance of new technologies and through the promotion of small scale entrepreneurial activities.
Objectives: The improvement of the status of local women in education, health and employment. 
Group 8: Balochistan, Local Project.


The participating NGOs in this project are: SOCIO, HAWWA, GWO, DAWN, NSDS, and NNTM.
Title: Civil Society Organisation’s Network for Women’s Rights in Balochistan.  
Aim: To form a network of organizations working on Women’s Rights in 4 Districts of Balochistan.
Objectives: The operation of a pilot vocational training centre in the targeted area, which will provide services to local women regarding their right and issues related to violence.
Group 9: Sindh, Local Project

The participating NGOs in this project are: DIN, BDRO, and GSF.
Title: Project for the development of women in three Districts of Sindh Province.
Aim: To address gender and development issues with keys stakeholders so as to create a facilitating environment for improving the status of women in society. 

Objectives:  To establish and operate a Gender Resource Centre at district level and to establish strong linkages between local and central Government Departments in order to enhance the capacity of women in local communities. 
Group 10 - Sindh, Local Project.


The participating NGOs in this project are: PSWS and BWA.
Title: Education project for working women and children in the District of Hyderabad, Sindh.
Aim: To empower women and children working in the bricks and bangles making industries so as to help them and their families meet their basic needs.
Objectives:  To improve the standard of living and quality of life of working families through vocational training, income generation opportunities, collective decision making and quality education in public schools. 

and last but not least, 

Group 11: Sindh, Local Project

The participating NGOs in this project are: LSRDA. 

Title: Sustainable Environmental Development education project in the areas of Mirpurkhas and Tharparkar Districts, Sindh.
Aim: To provide young children with life skills, vocational training, environmental education and related employment opportunities.
Objectives: To increase awareness of all local community members regarding the benefits of using local environmental resources relating to organic farming and agro-forestry.
Moreover, the duration of all these projects presented ranges from 1 to 2 years, while each project has an average budget of 100,000 Euro. 

I believe that with these project proposals, the participating NGOs have successfully sought to address a number of highly significant issues ranging from the political representation of women to child labour and environmental education and hope that, through the strong partnerships the organizations have now formed, they will succeed with their admirable objectives. 
I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to sincerely wish all members of the NGOnet the best of luck with these challenging projects. 

I thank you all for your kind attention.
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