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I believe we are experiencing a time of great earthly turbulence as little wars and great disasters flicker, igniting great flames of destruction throughout the world. These are signals for humanity. We seem to potentially unite through negative common causes. There are the signals of this everywhere. If each one of us were to stand back and look as if standing on a distant planet without identifying with a geographic area, we would see the violence and degradation and poverty created by man all over our world. The question becomes, how can we individually and collectively take the responsibility to alter this course of events? When there is compassion, there is the potential for peace. .inner and outer peace.

We have entered into the 21st century at a time of historic consequences. The human family has progressed from a hunter civilization to an agrarian to an industrial and now to a technological frame of livelihood. Youth traditionally have been invited to attend school and learn professions in order to continue and replicate what their parents have acquired and do better or more. This can be no longer the case as materialism is running rampant and the technological era of information at the fingers of each and every individual is available. So the question becomes what is it that youth can truly focus on and what is the silent call for the youth of today.

Education is the link between hope and opportunity…teaches how to resolve conflict—engages the mind—and leads to empowerment with participation. Education is a must for all children with the potential to share in a relevant curriculum. This promotes unity and justice for all. Cultures are built through education. Build carefully a good education model and you will have an outstanding emerging culture.

Education is more than knowledge-based gathering. It is your most important indicator of the future evolution of the ethics of the emerging culture. What is it that we truly wish to relate to our children? How do we teach values and ethics…peace, harmony and justice?

Today there are many techniques to discover peaceful means of exchanges…Conflict Transformation, Teaching Peace, Council, Nonviolent Communication and other great educational models of how to be able to hear another opinion, stand in one’s truth and still be able to hold peace. New education includes self-esteem development, conflict resolution skills, community building, the defining of ethics and acceptance of cultural diversity for global harmony.  Informational studies need to include international perspectives on the global issues that children and youth face in their social and physical environment.
In the year 2000 the Nobel Laureates, the UN and UNESCO came out with a document that support The Decade of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World. This document has been an inspiration for many educators and youth. The principles stated simply are:

Manifest 2000
Respect all life: Respect the life and dignity of each human being without discrimination or prejudice;

Reject violence: Practice active nonviolence, rejecting violence in all its forms: physical, sexual, psychological, economical and social, in particular towards the most deprived and vulnerable such as children and adolescents;

Share with others: Share my time and material resources in a spirit of generosity to put an end to exclusion, injustice and political and economic oppression;

Listen to understand: Defend freedom of expression and cultural diversity, giving preference always to dialogue and listening without engaging in fanaticism, defamation and the rejection of others;

Preserve the planet: Promote consumer behavior that is responsible and development practices that respect all forms of life and preserve the balance of nature on the planet;

Rediscover solidarity: Contribute to the development of my community, with the full participation of women and respect for democratic principles, in order to create together new forms of solidarity

Promoting a Culture of Peace is an honor and a privilege. It is a calling beyond the personal. It is in service to relevant education.

How do children and youth take this platform? In Article 22 of the World Summit of Children and in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, children are asked to be active participants in determining their own future. In the Millennium Development Goals this need is reiterated. In A World Fit for Children document the stated need is for creating a child friendly world. These documents all reflect the NEED.

This need is addressed through educational processes of INFORMED EMPOWERMENT. Education is more than knowledge-based gathering. If education is the most important indicator of the evolution of the emerging culture, what is it that we truly wish to relate to our children? How do we educate for a just society?

Informational studies include international perspectives on the global issues that we face in our social and physical environment. Yet, the new education is even more than this…..it is about Love….love of one’s self,  love of one another and love of all life. We can educate for LOVE and teach for a true sense of developing the individual as a member of a world society.  The true purpose of education is to achieve a more loving, not more prosperous, world for our children.

A curriculum may consist of:

World Issues:

The world issues component of the program includes the following topics: 
• Rights and needs of children as reflected through documents such as the "Convention on the Rights of the Child," the "Declaration of Survival," "Protection and Development for Children" and “A World Fit for Children”.
• The role of women in society, the inequalities that still exist, potential solutions such as micro-enterprise projects etc., studied from documents that arose from the Beijing Conference on Women as well as other others.
• The environmental crisis which identifies not only local specific issues but also eco-system issues such as sustaining bio-diversity, combating deforestation, protecting the atmosphere, and managing hazardous waste, etc., reflected through the Earth Summit reports and agreements within Agenda 21.
• The study of poverty and hunger of the masses of people within developing countries and the implications for work and social and democratic processes, as studied within documents of the Social Summit held in Copenhagen, the Hunger Conference held in Rome, and through association with agencies committed to resolutions of these prevailing issues.

Culture:
The study of cultures moves young people from a uni-cultured, self-oriented perspective to a multi-cultural appreciation of diversity.  Children need to address historical and present-day customs, dress, and religious beliefs as well as share information about their own communities and issues. 

Leadership Skills:
Young people need to be offered opportunities and skill-building techniques in oration, lobbying, press conferencing, development of projects, self-esteem development, community building, conflict resolution, personal empowerment processes, and the evolution of ethics for acceptance of cultural diversity and global harmony. 

Telecommunication Skills:

In order to continue to develop students need to learn to gather and share information through various telecommunication technologies. 

Financial Skills:
It is important to develop young entrepreneurs for their personal and community's future.  In recognition of the relevance of finance within the world community, the youth examine the structure of economies, socially responsible use of money, and strategies for obtaining funds for community projects.  In addition, character development for self-responsibility and self-sustainability is a focus for young people who are entering the working world of the 21st century.

Ethics:

An examination of moral development and ethics will help young people to make their own clear decisions pertaining to all social and political issues.  To date, 
character development, moral development and ethical behavior are not examined as a teaching subject within the school systems.  The new science and spirituality that puts forward a vision of the interconnectedness of all life should also be a focus of this examination.  

Service:

It is necessary children and youth develop projects to initiate back in his or her home environment for an emerging meaningful future and better life for all.
Our US September 11th was a landmark date bringing into everyone’s awareness the tremendous dis-ease that exists throughout the world. The Tsunami, and then the hurricanes like Katrina and now here in Pakistan the major eruption of the earth. With tremendous despair comes the caring and reaching out of others as this growing family of humankind. We are Brothers and Sisters and this is what matters most.
 It is a time here that youth and children need an inspired moment in their lives, the only inspiration is to go to the HEART and allow our minds to follow. Education meaning to lead forth and we must now encompass caring for each other and helping each other to find strength to live a life of meaning that goes beyond the every-day. These young people must have the opportunity to explore who they are, what that means regardless of the external situation and how they can vision a personal goal. It is in offering students an opportunity to believe in themselves and to know that they are the builders of their own future that this can occur. Programs need to be designed that speak to the individual and allow the individual to self-express, to learn about others, and to know that each has their very own personal gift living within to offer our world.

Peace comes from a deep sense of well -being. It is not a reflection of what we have but a reflection of what we are. We need to recognize that peace begins as a state of Beingness. How do we educate for a state of Beingness? How do we create environments of Peace? 

As education for peace is exercised, a natural outgrowth becomes local and international world service. We become our own destiny. Our purpose is right relationship to the other.  We become the family of humankind.

Bring the young people together. Start Leadership programs.  Invite international youth to participate. Offer the skills and the insights to form the trust for these young ones to truly cooperate in forming their own future. As these young leaders are trained and well –educated, they are the inspired and motivated. They will bring reform and change. Slowly but surely a great brigade of caring young students will help foster a better society for all. A Culture of Peace begins!
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